Code: 2224
‘ Title: EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-LANDFILL/WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

SUMMARY: Operates and maintains specialized equipment in the construction, operation, clean up,
transport and disposal of wastewater materials and solid waste, depending upon area of assignment.
Some positions have extensive public contact and are exposed to potential hazardous conditions,
noxious or potentially hazardous materials and obnoxious odors.

DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES: (Work assignments may vary depending on the department's needs and will be
communicated to the applicant or incumbent by the supervisor.)

In a Landfill Setting:

Operates bulldozers, scrapers, graders, excavators, water wagons and front-end loaders, in municipal
solid waste landfills to position and cover refuse with earth and excavates new landfills;

Operates compactors in municipal solid waste landfills to compact and crush refuse;

Watches for illegal dumping of hazardous material or illegal materials and reports to management;
Positions regulatory signs and directs traffic of garbage trucks and other vehicles to maintain smooth
traffic flow and insure proper use of the landfill by the public;

Interacts with the customer to inform them of the landfill regulations, policies and laws and alerts
proper authorities of violations;

Picks up refuse, litter and debris, keeping landfill clear of blowing materials;

Drives water truck to spread water on traffic areas and work areas for the purpose of reducing the
amount of blowing dust and materials;

Performs operations of transfer station;

Performs minor equipment repairs and servicing;

Collects samples of solid waste, liquid, leachate or gas, conducts field screening test as required and
forwards samples to laboratory for analysis;

May assist in containing and extinguishing landfill fires;

May assist in a medical emergency.

In a Wastewater Treatment Plant Setting;

Operates a variety of equipment such as graders, water trucks, backhoes, boom trucks, trenchers, dump
trucks and front-end loaders, in a wastewater treatment facility, to maintain, transfer and transport
waste products;

Operates compactors and conveyors to move waste material and load dump trucks for transport to
drying beds or landfill;

Watches for and removes materials or items that may clog conveyor system;

Assists in cleaning sludge from aerators, tanks, and ponds using a skidsteer, crane, or dump truck and
appropriate personal safety equipment or clothing and must be confined space certified;

Uses hand tools or equipment to load sludge from bottom of aerators into bucket for leading into dump
truck;

Hauls waste material to landfill, ensuring compliance with environmental and dumping regulations as
needed,;

Maintains drying beds clean and uses appropriate equipment to move waste material to assure even
drying;

Uses a front-end loader, grader, and/or dump truck to maintain drying beds, ponds, and nearby areas
free of weeds and trimming trees;

Uses a backhoe to excavate around high volume lines and valves or repair sinkholes;

Operates vacuum trucks to clean out sumps;

Performs minor equipment repairs and servicing;

Participates in a variety of manual labor tasks when assisting mechanics and technicians.

KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS:

Knowledge of:
. construction, operation and maintenance of municipal solid waste landfills;
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landfill traffic flow and dumping procedures;

federal, state and local laws and regulations governing solid waste disposal in landfills;
excavation procedures for new landfills and landfill drainage ways;

service and maintenance of landfill equipment;

hazardous materials and disposal of hazardous materials in landfills;

combustible materials and containing and extinguishing fires;

operation and procedures and regulations of a wastewater treatment facility;

traffic laws, local, state and federal rules and regulations as applied to vehicle and equipment
operation;

« procedures in the use of personal safety equipment;

« occupational hazards and accepted industry-wide safety standards;

« procedures in safe handling of and appropriate hauling and dumping of waste material.

Skill in:

moving earth and refuse with dozers, compactors, graders and scrapers;

safe operation of a variety of specialized heavy equipment and hand tools and equipment;
constructing and maintaining new landfills and landfill drainage ways;

using water trucks to water roads and refuse for the purpose of reducing blowing dust and materials;
adhering to safety procedures that concern the disposal of hazardous waste;

following safety procedures for handling and transport of waste material;

directing traffic flow and positioning vehicles for proper dumping;

alerting public to laws and contacting proper authorities when laws are violated,;
communicating effectively with the public regarding landfill operations and rules;
reading site specifications and grade stakes.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: EITHER:

(1) Three years of experience in the operations of heavy equipment/vehicles, which may include street
sweepers, water trucks, asphaltic materials distributors, front-end loaders, graders/scrapers, backhoes,
bulldozers, trenchers, tractors, tractor/semi-trailer combinations and like equipment. (Completion of a
vocational/technical program from an accredited college or technical school in heavy equipment
operations may be substituted for six months of the required experience.)

(2) One year of experience with Pima County as an Equipment Operator 1.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

Licenses and Certificates: A valid Class D Arizona driver’s license is required at the time of
appointment. Some positions may require a valid Arizona Commercial Driver’s License (CDL), with
appropriate endorsements prior to completion of initial/promotional probation. For these positions,
failure to maintain the required CDL shall be grounds for termination. Positions requiring a CDL are
also subject to applicable State of Arizona and federal standards, rules and regulations on physical
requirements including drug and alcohol testing.

Special Notice Items: Some positions may carry the risk of exposure to infectious diseases, blood-
borne pathogens, asbestos or wastewater products, therefore special medical screening prior to or
during employment may be necessary to assure employee health and safety.

Physical/Sensory Requirements: Some positions may require the ability to: lift and carry up to
seventy-five pound; safely operate assigned vehicles and other powered equipment; work in extremes
of heat, humidity, dust and cold; safely wear required clothing and equipment; work with or in the
presence of obnoxious odors; work with noxious or potentially hazardous chemicals, compounds or
products; ascend and descend ladders and stairs to reach and work upon elevated or below-grade work
platforms and job sites.




Class Code: 2224 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR - LANDFILL/WWTP Page 3 of 3

This classification specification is intended to indicate the basic nature of positions allocated to the classification and
examples of typical duties that may be assigned. It does not imply that all positions within the classification perform all of
the duties listed, nor does it necessarily list all possible duties that may be assigned.

Pima County Revised 07/21/02(mj)
Updated 08/03/11(lsg)



