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Introduction

Early maps have long served an important role in evaluations of cultural resource potential in Pima
County. The depiction of a historical-period property on an early map, whether a house, a ranch, a mining
prospect, or an irrigation canal, is often the earliest (and sometimes the only) evidence that cultural
features once existed in a particular place. Unfortunately, the use of early maps for cultural resource
evaluations in the county has always been piecemeal in its coverage, an understandable result of the need
to evaluate the impacts of scattered individual development projects. Although individual projects have
benefitted greatly from narrowly defined map research efforts, the potential of early maps as a source of
information for county-wide preservation planning has never been adequately explored.

At Pima County’s request, Statistical Research has begun an effort to use early maps as a regional
preservation-planning tool by systematically examining a group of early maps of the county for
depictions of cultural features. Examination of the maps has consisted of recording the name, location,
and other information provided for every cultural feature depicted within the current bounds of Pima
County (with a few exceptions; see below), then entering the information into a series of tables. The
completed tables have allowed for a comparison of the contents of the various maps, and for the creation
of a typology of cultural resource sites based on the overall range of depicted sites. The typology will be
used to plot the sites, distinguished by type, on a single map (or possibly on a series of maps). The
resulting map (or maps) will be digitized by Pima County and incorporated into its GIS database.

Discussion of the Source Maps

The maps examined by Statistical Research are: the Official Map of Pima County, Arizona, prepared by
George J. Roskruge and published in 1893; four 1:125,000-scale USGS maps of portions of eastern Pima
County, dating to the period 1904-1915; and 30 1:62,500-scale (15"-series) USGS maps of portions of
eastern Pima County, dating to the period 1942-1963. The characteristics and coverage of the Roskruge
map and the two groups of USGS maps are discussed in turn below. Because the Roskruge map and the
two groups of USGS maps offer three chronologically discrete views of cultural resources, we present
the information gathered from the three periods in separate tables.

Official Map of Pima County, Arizona (Roskruge Map of 1893)

The 1893 Roskruge map is the earliest detailed map of Pima County in its entirety and is a major source
of information on the location and distribution of historical-period cultural resources, including roads,
trails, rail lines, towns, Native American settlements, ranches, mines, and private landholdings. Produced
at a scale of about 1:207,000 (1 inch equals approximately 3.25 miles), the map includes township and
range lines throughout, as well as section lines in surveyed areas.

The map has a few peculiarities worth noting. First, place names on the map are often misspelled,
sometimes badly. We preserve the map spelling in every case in our tables. Second, many places
indicated on the map are given only a proper name (e.g., Mariscal), with no indication whether a town,
ranch, private residence, or some other feature is represented. For example, numerous places labeled with
proper names on the map were presumably ranches, yet only 14 places include the word “ranch” (or
“rancho”) in their names. In our table, we have avoided guessing the nature of sites lacking specific
labels and so have not assigned type designations to any of the sites. Third, although the map does have
the virtue of indicating the locations of most named features with a small black square or another
distinctive symbol, the number of buildings or features that existed at a given place is not represented.




The one possible exception is Native American settlements, which are sometimes depicted as groups of
stylized Native American dwellings, but it is uncertain that these groups represent actual numbers of
dwellings. Unlike for the later USGS maps, we have not provided building counts in our tables for this
map. Fourth, the map depicts the extent of Pima County in 1893, prior to the creation of Santa Cruz
County from the southeastern corner of Pima County in 1899 (Walker and Bufkin 1986:32). We have not
included any site outside the current bounds of Pima County in our tables for this map. Finally, although
the coverage of the later USGS maps we consulted is restricted to eastern Pima County, we have included
all of the current extent of the county in our review of this map.

The data compiled from the Roskruge map are presented in Tables 1 and 2, which differ only in the way
the data are sorted. Table 1 sorts the sites by name (or label); Table 2 sorts the sites by township and
range. :

USGS 1:125,000-Scale Maps

We examined four early USGS 1:125,000-scale topographic maps of contiguous portions of eastern Pima
County. The map quadrangle names and years of publication are Benson (1915), Patagonia (1904),
Tucson (1905), and Winkelman (1913). Figure 1 indicates the Pima County coverage of the four
quadrangles. Of the four, only the Tucson quadrangle falls completely within Pima County. Only the
approximate northern half of the Patagonia quadrangle, a narrow strip in the northwestern portion of the
Benson quadrangle, and an even narrower strip on the south edge of the Winkelman quadrangle fall
within Pima County (our examination did not extend beyond the county boundaries). No cultural features
were depicted in the small portion of Pima County that falls on the Winkelman quadrangle. We also
examined a 1947 reprint of the 1905 Tucson map, which differs in minor ways from the original version;
we have noted relevant differences in the corresponding tables. Other USGS 1:125,000-scale maps may
exist for other portions of Pima County, but they were unavailable either in the University of Arizona
(UA) Library map collection or at the Arizona Historical Society (AHS) Library.

The data compiled from the 1:125,000 maps are presented in Tables 3-6, which differ only in the way the
data are sorted. Table 3 sorts the sites by type, Table 4 sorts the sites by name (or label), Table 5 sorts the
sites by map name, and Table 6 sorts the sites by township and range.

USGS 1:62,500-Scale (15'-Series) Maps

We examined 30 topographic maps in the USGS 1:62,500-scale (15') series. Figure 2 indicates the Pima
County coverage of these maps. With two minor exceptions, we were able to examine all of eastern Pima
County (all nonreservation lands east of Range 5 East) with maps in this series. We were unable to locate
copies of the Tortolita Mountains and Benson quadrangles, which include small pieces of Pima County
(the portion on the Benson 1:62,500-scale quadrangle is covered by the earlier 1:125,000-scale Benson
quadrangle). The dates of the 30 quadrangles vary considerably (see Figure 2), but all fall within the
period 1942-1963. Some quadrangles either were not mapped until relatively late or their earlier editions
were not available at AHS or UA. If more than one version of a quadrangle was available, we generally
chose the earlier one, although the difference was occasionally only a few years. It should be noted that
there are a number of USGS 1:24,000-scale (7.5"-series) maps of eastern Pima County with dates in a
similar range. We decided not to examine these maps both for a lack of time and because of the
discontinuous coverage they provided. A later effort to include these maps, as well as all earlier versions
of the 1:62,500-scale maps, would undoubtedly be worthwhile.

Four of the 30 maps examined, the Eloy, Galiuro Mountains, Red Rock, and San Vicente quadrangles, all




having only small pieces of Pima County, did not depict any sites within county limits. Therefore no
entry for any of these four quadrangles appears in the tables.

The data compiled from the 1:162,500 maps are presented in Tables 7-10, which differ only in the way
the data are sorted. Table 7 sorts the sites by type, Table 8 sorts the sites by name (or label), Table 9 sorts
the sites by map name, and Table 10 sorts the sites by township and range.

A Note on Sites Falling on Reservation Lands

In our review of both the 1:125,000-scale maps and the 1:64,000-scale maps, we did not include any sites
that fell within the main portion of the Tohono-O’odham Nation as currently delimited. However, we did
include the limited number of sites that fall within the currently defined San Xavier District of the
Tohono-O’ odham Nation. In each case, the comments column of the relevant table notes the location of
the site within current reservation bounds. For the 1893 Roskruge map, we include all sites regardless of
location and without comment in the tables.

Locational and Other Information in the Tables

All of the maps examined predate the use of UTM grid lines, so the locations of individual sites were
recorded with reference to township, range, and section. The smallest subdivision recorded for an
individual site was the quarter section, for two reasons. First, numerous places named on the maps are
not accompanied by symbols indicating their precise locations; the quarter section was generally as
precise as we could be. Second, even when a place-name is accompanied by a symbol or depiction, the
scale of the maps makes calculating smaller subdivisions too time-consuming. Occasionally, an area
represented on a map had not yet been surveyed by the General Land Office when the map was made.
When a site falls within such an area, we provide distances in kilometers to the nearest surveyed area, or
to landmarks on the map.

On all maps but the 1893 Roskruge map, individual buildings are often represented. When it is possible
to discern individual buildings, we have provided a count of them, although the apparent absence of
buildings at a site is probably not a reliable indicator that no buildings were present. Other than a name
and a physical depiction or symbol indicating its location, most sites we recorded were not accompanied
by any other information. We do provide the occasional explanatory or descriptive comment in the tables
when some ambiguity in the name, depiction, or locational information calls for it.

Site Typology

The site typology derived from the map data consists of lumping sites of obviously related function.
Assigning a letter to each type and including the letters in the tables allows us to more easily sort the
information we compiled. As already noted, because of difficulties in determining function for many of
the sites on the 1893 Roskruge map, we have not assigned type designations to any of the sites on that
map.

The types with their letter designations are:

A town, city, or railroad stop
B: camp (any location labeled “camp,” including prison camp, CCC camp, Boy or Girl Scout camp)




cemetery or grave

house, cabin, or any isolated structure not included in another designation

church or similar feature

farm, dairy, or agricultural operation

medical facility (sanitarium, preventorium, hospital)

landing field, airport, or related feature (excluding military installation or feature)
mine or mining-related feature (including test hole and gravel pit)

ranger station, fire station, guard station, or scientific station

other miscellaneous feature (drive-in theater, “gaging” station, etc.)

park, picnic area, or recreational area (including athletic field, gun club, country club)
ranch, land grant, or ranch-related feature (excluding water-storage or water-control feature)
school or any other academic facility (academy, university, novitiate)

tank (presumably, an excavated or natural feature)

water tank (presumably, an aboveground storage tank)

dam, reservoir, or miscellaneous water-control feature (siphon, pump, canal)

well or windmill

military installation or feature

transportation-related feature (excluding railroad stop)

NXE<CHURTOZEITQIDUO

Cultural Features Not Included in the Site Tables

A fairly large number of cultural features (or features with cultural associations) that appear on the maps
do not appear in the tables. These are: topographical features (named or unnamed, including streams and
springs), unnamed mines and prospects, sewage-disposal features, pipelines, benchmarks, cuts, unnamed
tanks, levees, and unnamed buildings (or what appear to be buildings) in unnamed areas. Also, because it
is difficult to record and present locational information for linear features, the tables do not include
roads, trails, railroads, or other extended linear features. A separate table providing names and general
locational information for these features is being prepared.
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