Cienega Valley-Empire Ranch Reserve

Walden and Other
Properties that Contribute
to the Reserve

Background

The Cienega Valley-Empire Ranch Reserve includes
conserved properties that are not directly adjacent to larger
conservation areas, but still contribute significant value to the
Reserve.

Walden Property

In November 2003, Pima County purchased 400 acres
known as the Walden property for $1.4 million using 1997 bond
funds, with the Walden family donating an additional 70 acres.
This area contributes groundwater underflow to the Cienega
Creek Natural Preserve. The property falls entirely within the
Biological Core designation of the Conservation Lands System
and supports habitat for the Mexican long-tongued bat, Mexican
garter snake and Swainson’s hawk, among others. Prehistoric
artifacts are present along drainages on the property.

A key component in the success of a reserve is promoting the
integrity of connectivity through restoring or maintaining critical
landscape linkages. The Walden property, when included as part
of the larger landscape in combination with the Poteet, Cienega
Creek Natural Preserve and the Empirita Ranch properties, is a
significant piece in creating viable wildlife linkages between the
Rincon, Santa Rita and Whetstone Mountains.

The property is currently being maintained in its current state,
and the site is routinely monitored for vandalism, fence repairs
or unauthorized uses. Access is controlled and available through
special use permits, in order to protect primary conservation
values of the site.
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McKenzie Property

The County acquired the 1,600-acre McKenzie property
through a land exchange in 2005. The property was previously
part of the larger Day Ranch, covering many square miles in
the area and reaching the adjacent Coronado National Forest.
Portions of the McKenzie property are still grazed seasonally as
part of the grazing rotation on the State Trust land grazing leases
on both sides of the property maintained by the Agua Verde
Ranch.

The area is routinely monitored and vegetative monitoring
transects will be placed on the property to document the
changes in vegetative communities. Permanent water sources
on the property have been reviewed for potential conversion to
small wildlife drinker oriented solar distribution systems and
construction of fencing to restrict unauthorized livestock use.

The McKenzie parcels provide opportunities for hiking,
mountain biking, and general outdoor recreation uses on
established roads. More remote portions of the property provide
hunting and wildlife viewing opportunities. The property is
being reviewed for the potential development of a designated
non-motorized trail system utilizing historic roads across
the property that will compliment public uses and protect its
conservation values.
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This map shows wildlife linkages (black hatch areas) within the reserve.
Beier, P, D. Majka, and T. Bayless. 2006.



Amadon and Nunez Properties

In May 2006 and December 2006, the County acquired a total
of 58 acres near the Empire Mountains, west of the Las Cienegas
National Conservation Area, and adjacent to BLM land. These
properties cost $190,759. These properties fall within the
Biological Core designation of the Conservation Lands System
and support habitat for several species, including the Lesser
long-nosed bat and Chiricahua leopard frog. The parcels’
adjacency to BLM land, expand upon publicly-owned land in
close proximity to the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area
and the key habitats of the Empire Mountain complex.

Walden property. Photo by Kerry Baldwin.

Poteet Property
In August 2005, the County purchased the 83-acre Poteet
property for $275,820. It is located in the southern foothills
of the Rincon Mountains along a stretch of Agua Verde Creek.
This acquisition protected a half-mile segment of Agua Verde
Creek and its associated floodplain. It supports well developed
mesquite dominated, but deciduous riparian woodland, habitat
for at least 7 Priority Vulnerable Species,
including Bell’s Vireo, Abert’s Towhee and
Pale Townsend’s big-eared bat. Over 70
percent of the Poteet property is designated
as an Important Riparian Area under the
Conservation Lands System.
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Poteet property along Agua Verde Creek. Photo by EPG
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