Summary of 

Employee Council Meeting Notes

Fourth Quarter 2007

The 2007 Employee Council Officers are:

Irma Gonzales, President








Ellen Sexton, Treasurer








Kathe Kubish, Secretary








Susan King, Historian

Nomination forms for the 2008 Employee Council were enclosed with pay checks on December 14, 2007; unfortunately, these were a little later this year, but they are due back by December 28, 2007.  Ballots will be sent out with pay checks the next pay period, due back two weeks later. Once the ballots are counted, the results will be announced later in January 2008, and new council members will be welcomed at the 2008 February meeting. 
Note:  For those who were nominated and selected as a council member, meetings are held the third Thursday of each month in the Board of Supervisors conference room on the first floor of the Administration Building, 110 W. Congress.
The County Administrator attended the December 2007 meeting to update the Council on various issues that have been ongoing for a while. The request for bilingual pay is being researched by Human Resources who will check other municipalities – in addition to the research already developed by the Council – to see how other municipalities handle this matter.

Mr. Huckleberry stated that the Hay market survey is nearly complete and salary ranges are being adjusted where necessary with the departments absorbing the cost.  The report should be available for review at the end of December 2007.  The next phase is to check on salary compression issues and develop a resolution plan in the next fiscal year.  According to Mr. Huckleberry, Pima County is not dramatically out of line with the most equivalent agencies and counties, with the exception of starting salaries, and that’s because the County failed to adjust the salary ranges for five years. However, a lot of departments have hired new employees above step one to compensate for the low hiring salary in today’s market.  In all likelihood there will be no salary raises during the next fiscal year due to the State of Arizona’s budget shortfall problems. When this occurs, the State always looks to the municipalities to recoup money.
The Pima County property tax dropped this year by about 26 cents. Pima County hopes to reduce this tax again next year. For those that are interested, Pima County’s revenue projections will be forthcoming in February 2008.  
