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JlllCS l'rom silling empty on
Jigh.borhoo( I street.s.
HUlJ is using dala provided by
Ie U.S. Poslal Service that
:lOWS wilen (I residence has
ern vaCimL for UO days or longer.
~'YOll CtUl sec neighborhoods

Ihere there is vacant housing
l~t is lHlJllaintaillcd," said Gary
ilcillnan, <.l senior housing
lalUlet' with the county. "Unkept
(IJ'ds ami vCllldaUsm till I really
r!lIg down il llt'ighl)(}dIOO(\ in
otlJ the apllcarilllcc ami tile
lGlt'ale."
)3elly Villl'gas, a pl'Ograrn lfIi.Hl·

g'er willi t.lle county's
)HpaJ'tmcnt or COllllllllllily imd
;t;onomic lkvelo!J1 [Wilt, said she
; [Ju7.i'.Ied by 1.1 Ie vacancies.
:'J{ight now we n~ally don't

"~Icl'e pl.~()plc Lhat have been
')I'cc:loscd on <Ire going," she
ifill. "'l'lwy'l'l' moving SOflle­
vllCrc ami the rental vacallcy
ate is so higllthat you know thaL
Iley'I'C not getlulg new apart­
,lents. Are tlley goillg tu Live
villi relatives? Do they think
hey can't rent because of their

. redH?
"'I'here's Cl lot or unknowns

Ight now but Wl~ feel that even if
"(~ huy 20 !)(Juses, even if we buy
() houses, it is ,HI impact,"
lillcgas saiL!. "It is an imptici. to
amities anclneiglilH)f·hoods."

BilChlTlall illHI Villegas hot.h
I('lpt~d thl~ Pima Cuunty
j Idu~;Lriall\ uLl'lOrity with its pro·
~r;11ll to purcll:Jse aIld fix up fore,
'!uscu humes.

"One or tlll~ thillgs that we saw
'igllL away is th~lt when Uwy
.1.,u'Led deuJlillg. ujJ the weeus

'1IIe! even Ilxing up the racade or
.!J~ house, the other neighbors
;L;Jrted fiXing up Lheir Own hous-

" • •••• • I I, 1 .... I.~ ... __ .. I

(~(J)UlltiB"illled from 1lA ly J trickle-down effect. When .
you start fixing up one house tile
homeowners start feeling bettcr Local official$, will soon begiq
<.lbout their neighborhood." . using federal fimdsto clean up;

The iluthority spent $1.5 mil- ,.blight~d,·aba:ndoi1eq orfore, .. '
lion to buy and repair 1~ harnes in .closed h..om.es. ,thoat th.~y.say. 0(11.. 1 I
the Midvale areJ, saId Stevcn .devalue aI:ld;demoraliZe.relgh-
{(usso, legal counsel for thc ~orhoods throughout th~ COW1~ /
aut.hority. ty.·

County olficials SJy that the Two grants fronl tQe U.S.:
Southwest Side neighborhood Department ofHolisingand . .
has been hit hard with foreclo- Urban Development~are'being ,
SlU'CS over the past year as the allocated to Pima County and
subprime mortgagt'. crisis mount- the c;ity of Tucson as part of the
cu. federal NeighbortlOod

l{usso said rcntal proceeds will . Stabilizatioll-P)'ogram, ,- .'
go back. into the Southern .. The purpose of the funds is
Arizona Land Trust, which is to buy, repair or demolish
funded primarily by general homes in'neighborhoods
funds from the COLUlty. deemed to be' high-stress areas

Ilesources from the county- due to foreclos.ures.
l'lIJl IWHJ trust Jrc dedicated to These.areas are identified . ',,-
sll[Jporting aJfon.l;]ble housing. using a fonnulqtl1atcarnbines .

NeaJ'ly half of the homes will foreclosure rates, high-cost· ~ .
be ready for tenants in t.he next .loan rales anq vacant-home
few weeks, Glaze said. .. rates, ar.nqpg 9th~r tP.ings.

One home is ready and a fami- . Thlilseneighpbrl16cicts are rated
ly of five will move in this week, ba$ed on!a d~k.sco·re on a scale ...
he said. .. 'oU ~o'io;witll'iO;~ssigned to

The l{omero family will be the . theine'ighborh.ooQsmost at risk ..~•.~,-,
first' to ,take ad vantage of these fro~ .forec~?$ur~~:' .. . . Risk score of 8 .i~i'r;~ :':" \
types of programs here. . .CIty OffiGlq}S,WlU recelve 'Z~~;y ~.. \' .
, A.bel !{ornero, 3~~, is ~novi~g his : .roug~~;$7)ntillionto buy and . ,..:' Risk score of 9 \ f'.':" ., ..'\-_.... r. I. > \ 'i .
t3.lmly ~nto a home ill MIdvale rehiabili.t~te at least 32 ho:nes Il~lli~~~r;-I' Risk score of 10 I ~ .,. \" r r-.~' .
P;lrk thIS weck While therr counterParts In the. I: ,_. ~ •..,..",.,,~.~ ~ ,l '.: ,.

He said he was given 40 days to COunty-hope to use $3.2 rrilllion .. '. \ I· T ,.

move out of !lis South Side home to purchase roughly '20 110mes uc
after it was foreclosed on earlier in areassllch as SCHith Tucson, in city limJts and city officials City officials have also nott~d
this year. 'Ajq a,nd the Flowing Wells plan to target those areas that in the grant application that

"Trying t.o get into a new area. have risk scores of 8 or higher the area north of SpeedWay
house is very, very cosLly and we The majority of the high- when they begin buying h011S- Boulevard between Interstate
were fortunate," Romero said. stress neighborhoods are with- es. 10 and Wilmot Road is also
"This program allows us to move __.__.. .__._'__ .--.. ..__ ._..... _(__ ._ . __
int.o a house' at. a very, very low I
rCIll." repairs processor in ltH~ avionics ments but when you're alr'c,luy ITlIICh." going III g('IIIIS j,llo ;1

He's paying about $700 i.:I industry.. .. . . l>elLind, all you're ~aying un is . l{orncro said Iw ;~Iso had 10 Ilk allow liS t.o ~sl;lblisll

month lor a three-bedroom "I got lald 011 /Tom my Job and lat.e charges," he saId. "We .lLlSt. lor bankruptcy. H1S rnoL!lCI'-ICl- UgillJ) aIIII gvl. l>,lck or
house. our payments were just too got way too far behind amI we law told him about Lhe program lie s'lid. "ll()I(II.~rlllIY du\.

Homero said llis l'inancial trou- high," Romero said. "We just feU have other bills that we have to managed by Family IloLlsing once we ge. lJ,jcl~ ()I

blcs starfed six months ago when behind on ow' payments. pay. It was just a vicious cycle n.csour'C(~s. we'll Ill~ abilc (0 llu
h~ ..... " 1,,;,1 Aft' Fr·nrn hie: ioh ::1.<:: :-l "You trv to make vour pay- and we had no choice, prel.ly "H's mainly something tllat's llOme." \


