
Workforce Investment Board

Youth Council – 3:30 p.m.

January 8, 2008
Las Artes

23 W. 27th Street

Minutes

Members Present:

James Zarling
Regina Suitt
Sarah Martinez


Kari Hogan

Staff & Guests Present:

Arnold Palacios

Alexandra Carrillo





Elena West


Celina Somoza


Debra Mulvey


I
      Call to Order 3:40 p.m.

II. Introductions – All

III. Motion to approve November 6, 2007 minutes made by Regina Suitt, seconded by Sarah Martinez.
IV. Discuss and set Youth Council’s Goals for 2008.  Discussion centered around the council intentions on what it most wants to see happen in the youth community and how to proceed.   It was suggested that the Council compile a resource guide that could be distributed to youths who drop out.  This resource guide would outline options available to youth who are no longer in school.  It was also suggested that the Council put together a ‘success story’ calendar.  Each month would highlight a youth and their success story.  Providing a rapid response (similar to what the County provides to dislocated workers) was suggested along with hosting a Youth Resource Fair.   All ideas were accepted as possible options.  Regina Suitt volunteered to locate a sample of the calendar discussed and forward it to staff for distribution.  Jim Zarling volunteered to follow up on the Rapid Response idea and collect additional information.  Any additional ideas and information can be forwarded to Jim Zarling, Youth Council Chair or Debra Mulvey, Pima County staff.  Also send any youth success stories to Debra Mulvey by February 8, 2008.  
V. Success Stories from Youth:   Alessandra Carrillo, a single mother of two, spoke about her experience with the Adult Work Experience Program.  Ms. Carrillo explained that while she attended many high schools in the Tucson area, they did not work out for her.  She heard about Las Artes, attended and graduated with her GED, it was a very good experience for her.  She is currently employed by Las Artes as a receptionist and is planning to further her education by attending college.   Alessandra heard about Las Artes through a flyer, and then researched it on the internet.   Alessandra feels that the Youth Council could help youths by providing assistance in locating additional schooling, training and work along with GED assistance. 
VI. Next Meeting:  Tuesday, April 1, 2007, 3:30 p.m. at Las Artes.  Would like to see several students (maybe 3) at this meeting.  Would be wonderful if they could speak to us about their story (5 minutes).  Please email Debra Mulvey with names a short bio on each student.   
VII. Adjournment 4:45 p.m. 

