Workforce Investment Board

Faith Based Committee

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 – 7:30 a.m.

One Stop Service Center

2797 E Ajo Way, 3rd Floor Room 301
MEETING SUMMARY 
I. Call to Order – Peg Harmon (Chair) at 7:48 a.m.
II. Prayer

III. Introductions/Attendance:
            Peg Harmon         


Linda Leatherman, staff
      Jill Pearson


Risé Hart, staff
Randy Reynolds



Yvette Critchfield

Larry Spain

IV. Review Meeting Summary – Reviewed.
V. Announcements – Randy Reynolds mentioned the 2-day Mentoring Conference.  The kickoff starts on Friday, January 29.  Linda will distribute the conference flyer to the committee.  Peg stated that there will be a Bishop meeting to discuss refugee issues on February 5 at 10 a.m.
VII. Yearn Grant Update – Linda Leatherman stated that they are in the middle of the grant.  The grant is for incarcerated youth ages 17-21.  If the planning grant is successful they will be eligible for the second grant which is an implementation grant.  They are also applying for the Second Chance Act grant.  Randy suggested the need for an outreach program to find mentors. 
VIII. Pathways Out of Poverty Grant Update – Linda Leatherman reported that the grant is still pending.  
IX. Unemployment Trends – Linda Leatherman

· One Stop Service Report – Reviewed.  Linda reported that 75% of the stimulus funds Pima County One Stop received have been spent; thus staff has put in a request for more funds.
· Rapid Response – Linda summarized the 2004-2009 Rapid Response Report.  The report shows the number of events and layoffs in a six-year period.  The largest number of layoffs was in 2009.   Experts are calling this the “Jobless Recovery”.
X. Identify ways to assist with the new goals of the Workforce Investment Board (WIB) – Jill Pearson asked “What is the value that the Faith Based Committee has to the WIB”.  Linda stated they will be working with the WIB to find employers and ideas for employment for Yearn and Second Chance Act grants, plus ask for feedback on strategies for working with incarcerated youth.  Linda suggested looking for areas that are non-lethal for the youth to work on a project.  Randy suggested the Target Center.  Yvette Critchfield stated the she talked to Target about hiring their students and they didn’t seem to be interested.  Another suggestion was to identify employers that have hired incarcerated youth in the past.  Peg suggested finding businesses that have hired incarcerated people in the past to join the WIB.  Randy suggested Doug Martin who runs two Christian radio stations would be a good candidate for the WIB.  Jill or Randy will invite him to the Faith Based Committee and WIB meetings.  Peg summarized the outcome from the meeting discussions about the role between the Faith Based committee and the WIB plus follow-up items:  
1) Connection of employers to people with barriers that are looking for employment (focus will be Yearn Grant youth)  
2) Get feedback from the WIB on strategies to engage employers with the at-risk population
3) Relationship with the Pima County grant programs what are faith based oriented
4) Recruiting members to join the WIB who have a Faith Based perspective as employers (e.g. Doug Martin) – Peg and Jill  

5) Get the list of businesses who have hired felons and incarcerated people from Jim Mize – Linda 
XI. Next Meeting:  February 16 at 7:30 a.m., One Stop Service Center, 2797 E Ajo Way, 3rd Floor Room 301.
VI. Adjournment – 8:57 a.m.  
