
May 16, 2010 
 
Mr. Manuel V. “Manny” Alvarez, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to construct your recent letter to me, dated May 12, 2010. I 
am happy to apologize if you considered my behavior aggressive. Perhaps my passion to 
protect my children from imminent health issues was construed by you as aggressive. 
However, after I, Ron Asta, Jens Hill, and Dan Rogers explained the shocking details 
surrounding this landfill, you laughed agreeably when I joked that I look behind my 
shoulder expecting a Hollywood film crew. 
 
You certainly were extremely cordial for someone being “pushed aggressively”. I left 
your office elated and proud by your supportive responses to our cause. As evidence, I 
included on the following pages the email I sent to the opposition group recapping our 
meeting in March.  
 
Mr. Alvarez, I suppose I am somewhat flattered by the credit you give me for my 
presumed ability to conjure such elaborate details of our meeting.….if I actually 
possessed those abilities, perhaps I would be writing that Hollywood movie. Will you 
suggest next, that in March, I was able to foreshadow your denial letter to me in May, so 
I conjured up further “inaccurate” statements referenced in my meeting recap, so that I 
may now include that correspondence to you, at this very moment, in an attempt to 
redeem my credibility? But, I digress… 
 
Mr. Alvarez, your letter focused on denying the Vice Mayor of Marana, Herb Kai, visited 
your office to discuss the Marana Regional Landfill. I found your reaction…perplexing.  
 
Considering you blatantly exposed your lack of integrity to me by denying a conversation 
that did, in fact, take place, I don’t expect you to answer my following questions. 
However, as a concerned constituent, it is my duty to try to get answers regardless: 
 
You are insinuating Mr. Kai’s act of coming to your office and asserting that Marana 
intends to operate the landfill signifies he has no commitment to Marana and that he 
should be judged in low regard!? Mr. Alvarez, please explain to me, a politically ignorant 
laymen, exactly what is so egregious about Marana contemplating operating a landfill? 
Or, what the exact issue is regarding the Vice Mayor visiting your office to “discuss this 
or any other project”? If only I was politically savvy enough to know the answer. 
Apparently, since my conveyance of the conversation elicited your urgent desire to deny 
the events, in writing, it’s quite condemning. So, I’m perplexed and intrigued to know the 
following: 
 
Are you and Mr. Kai not permitted to have private meetings?  
Is the Town of Marana not permitted to operate a landfill?  
 
I did not and do not know of any potential consequence resulting in Mr. Kai’s visit to 
your office when he asserted Marana proposes to operate the landfill. In my letter to 



Linda Morales with the Planning Center, the reference was intended to simply further 
illustrate the opposition group’s frustration that DKL Holdings, the developer, 
continually provides us with inaccurate information and unsubstantiated assertions. 
 
Mr. Alvarez, you attacked my integrity and insulted my manners because I merely 
relayed an event that you shared openly and without hesitation. Therefore, allow me to 
take this moment to enjoy the humor that in an effort to cover your ass, you incriminated 
yourself in some way unknown to me. Perhaps you jeopardized a friendship, a political 
benefactor, or violated a law? I don’t suppose if I ask you to tell me which it is that I’ll 
get a reply. 
 
Did it occur to you that you claim I lied and then I personally included you on the 
correspondence? Sir, while I’m not as smart as you give me credit for by creating 
elaborate conversations that you declare didn’t occur; I am also not stupid enough to lie 
about what you said and then voluntarily include you on the very correspondence in 
which the lie is stated. Interestingly, the irony is that I chose not to mention your other 
statements regarding the Town of Marana because I thought those were more politically 
charged. However, they are referenced in my meeting recap email sent in March which is 
included on the following pages.  
 
Mr. Alvarez, I can only imagine what prompted you to take the time to write such an 
emotionally charged denial of true events. I certainly hope your motivations for such 
shameful actions meet your expectations. I am compelled to alert you however, that you 
stand alone thus far. I have attached documents from parties whose company you don’t 
share regarding the proposed Marana Regional Landfill including, Representative 
Grijalva and the Pima County Board of Supervisors.  
 
I must admit, I am uncomfortable with the content of this letter. I, and the opposition 
group, have made every effort to provide truthful information with integrity and 
professionalism. I may have failed slightly in upholding the latter because, although 
honest, my statements herein are more emotional than I prefer when communicating 
effectively. But, Mr. Alvarez, seriously, when I made the joke about the Hollywood 
movie, it was not an invitation for you to perpetuate the scenario. 
 
Good luck in your next election Senator. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robin Meissner 
A proud member of the Marana Regional Landfill Opposition Group 
700 of Senator Manual V. “Manny” Alvarez’s voters strong… and growing! 
Opposing a mountainous landfill, owned by the Town’s Vice Mayor, located in a high 
risk floodplain, on the largest aquifer with water levels rising, between 2 airparks, 2,000 
feet from an established residential neighborhood, and surrounded by residential land. 
 
 
 



 
Robin Meissner  

From: "Robin Meissner" <robinmeissner@comcast.net>
To: <fmjm95@hotmail.com>; <mbattin@fs.fed.us>; <brian.johnson@asr.pima.gov>; <skappraisals@hotmail.com>; 

<bturner816@yahoo.com>; <bol520@aol.com>; <christine_ppl@yahoo.com>; <janmitich@earthlink.net>; 
<cyclops194950@yahoo.com>; <mdhollo@gmail.com>; <jpmold@live.com>; <jens_debra_hill@comcast.net>; 
<gears49@comcast.net>; <indianpony@comcast.net>; <drabate@comcast.net>; <waytojoy7@peoplepc.com>; 
<megubar@yahoo.com>; <iamhere11470@aol.com>; <cgoddard@email.arizona.edu>; <rkcnjames@comcast.net>; 
<cjmurray246@yahoo.com>; <shanonleighjones@comcast.net>; <mamedina38@msn.com>; 
<bores01@comcast.net>; <heather.mcmurtrie@hotmail.com>; <penakathryn@yahoo.com>; 
<philbreton@comcast.net>; <wilber2000@comcast.net>; <joanctravis@aol.com>; <prcr123@comcast.net>; 
<bayhorseranch@hotmail.com>; <boneet01@comcast.net>; <drosedoves@aol.com>; <DRwebber@triconet.org>; 
<fausthouse@comcast.net>; <mrspnhamilton@yahoo.com>; <mytruck56@comcast.net>; 
<robert_hensonaz@comcast.net>; <robinmeissner@comcast.net>; <jerryn@qpontiacgmc.com>; 
<r.weldin@yahoo.com>; <ron.asta@cpeconsultants.com>; <webearizona@gmail.com>; <csgoddard@comcast.net>; 
<harveyspindle@yahoo.com>; <lancastertheprodigal@gmail.com>; <lamancha38@aol.com>; 
<wandern.two@verizon.net>; <dalnamckeon@yahoo.com>; <danhrogers2004@earthlink.net>; 
<theblueswife@gmail.com>; <cindyriley49@yahoo.com>; <donnaswartz6@aol.com>; <elaine-ramirez@comcast.net>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2010 9:37 PM
Subject: Phoenix AZ State Land Dept & Senator Alvarez
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5/16/2010

Hi everyone, 
As always, to those who attended the meeting, please feel free to add, correct, etc... anything below! 
  
We had two very successful meetings in Phoenix on Wednesday with an extra special surprise ending! 
  
The Arizona State Land Dept. was receptive to our concerns. We explained the likely issues for their land 
as DKL attempts to mitigate the floodplain issues and shifts the issues onto them. We updated them on 
the Pima County Resolution and explained our quest for objective evidence supporting our opposition to 
the landfill. We requested they oppose the landfill or support the Pima County Resolution.  
  
The State Land Dept. met with Michael Racy the week prior. They asked him many questions and he has 
not provided them with any answers to date.They concluded that they are in a research stage, gathering 
information, prior to formulating a position regarding the landfill. Great exhibits, comments, and 
information were presented! Thanks to those who attended the meeting!! 
  
Senator Alvarez was significantly LESS objective. Without hesitation he agreed to write a letter to Marana 
and call the Town Manager regarding the landfill issues. Specifically, he recognized that Marana 
inappropriately, and against State Statutes, held a Planning Commission re-zoning hearing, prior to the 
annexation of the land. The Senator will be including us on his correspondences and we will be following 
up with him next week as well. 
  
And for the surprise ending, while we were outside the Capitol building a familiar voice called over to us. I 
turned to see a quickly approaching Mr. Racy with a smile on his face. I offered him a button and Ron 
wished him good luck at the Capitol that day, unless, of course, he noted, it was regarding the landfill. 
Thanks to whoever made the 1 button that read, Don't Waste Marana II, because that was the button I 
was proudly sporting that day!! For those who don't know, when Racy and Herb Kai successfully defeated 
the landfill in the '90's, Mr. Racy's slogan was, "Don't Waste Marana". 
  
Good luck at the Founder's Day Parade and I'm sorry I won't be there. I'm printing flyers as a type!! 
  
Let's keep it going!!! 
  
Robin 
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RAUL M. GRIJALVA
7m DIs’rRlcr OF ARIZONA

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public

Lands, Chair
Subcommittee on Water and Power

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
Subcommittee on Workforce Protections

Subcommittee Early Childhood, Elementary and
Secondary Education

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS,
Co-Chair

Ed Monea, Mayor
Town of Marana
11555 W. Civic Center Drive
Marana, AZ 85653

hull,
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March 24, 2010

Gilbert Davidson, Town Manager
Town of Marana
11555 W. Civic Center Drive
Marana, AZ 85653

1440 Longworth HUB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2435

Fax: (202) 225-1541

District Offices:
810 E 22nd Street, Suite 102

Tucson, AZ 85713
Phone: (520) 622-6788

Fax: (520) 622-0198

1455 S Fourth Avenue, Suite 4
Yuma,AZ 85364

Phone: (928) 343-7933
Fax: (928) 343-7949

http:llgrijalva.house.gov

Dear Mayor Monea and Manager Davidson,

I’m writing to express my concern with the plans of the city of Marana to annex 1200 acres of Pima County land in
order to build the Marana Regional Landfill. I urge the city to take the necessary time to conduct a proper
assessment of the environmental, health, and safety impacts of this proposed project.

Area residents, Pima County, and the Arizona State Land Department have raised several specific issues with the
location of this proposed landfill. According to the US Geographical Survey, the land slated for the landfill is
located on Tucson’s largest aquifer. Water levels are rising and there is substantial potential for contamination.

The site also could potentially be in a flood plain as designated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. As
noted in Pima Country Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 2010, a solid waste facility that is subject to Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality approval should not be placed in a FEMA flood zone. This adds potential
legal issues to the plan and reinforces the need for further study before action is taken.

The proposed expansion of Marana Regional Airport is another possible Complication. The airport is less than 2.5
miles from the site. The FAA Advisory Circular 150/5200-33 discourages the development of solid waste disposal
sites that could attract birds and other wildlife. This is another unknown consequence of the landfill development
that requires additional investigation.

Given the large number of concerns with this project, I urge the city of Marana to delay further action on the
landfill until the potential environmental, safety, and health consequences have been fully researched and
deliberated.

Sincerely,

Raill M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

cc: C.H. Huckelberry, Pima County Administrator
Ann Day, Pima County Supervisor, District 1
Ramón Valdez, Pima County Supervisor, District 2
Sharon Bronson, Pima County Supervisor, District 3
Ray Carroll, Pima County Supervisor, District 4
Richard Elfas, Pima County Supervisor, District 5









  
 

AGENDA SUMMARY 
 

Pima County Board of Supervisors’ Meeting 
130 W. Congress St., Hearing Room, 1st Fl. 

April 6, 2010   9:00 a.m. 
 

 
  1. ROLL CALL 
 
  2. INVOCATION 
 
 To be offered by Pastor Jerry Trewern, Mountain View Assembly of God. 
 
  3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  4. PAUSE 4 PAWS 
 
. . .  EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 
 
 Call to the Public (for Executive Session items only) 
 

Public discussion and action may occur on the executive session items listed below during the regularly scheduled 
meeting. 

 
A. Pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A) (3) and (4), for legal advice and direction 

regarding approval of tax appeal settlement recommendations for the following: 
 

1. Bjerke v. Pima County
Tax Parcel No. 212-01-0070 
Arizona Tax Court Case No. ST2009-001718 

 
 Motion carried to accept the recommendation (5-0) 

 
2. Helm v. Pima County 

Tax Parcel No. 214-54-0120 
Arizona Tax Court Case No. ST2009-001801 

 
 Motion carried to accept the recommendation (5-0) 

 
3. Strand v. Pima County

Tax Parcel No. 108-15-102E 
Arizona Tax Court Case No. ST2009-001742 

 
 Motion carried to accept the recommendation (5-0) 

 
B. Pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.03(A) (3) and (4), for legal advice and direction 

regarding Desert American Builders Corp. v. Pima County, U.S. District Court 
Case No. CIV-07-347-TUC-FRZ. 

 
 Motion carried to proceed  (5-0) 

       RA    3-16-10   (1)  
 



 

B. RESOLUTION NO. 2010 -  74 , of the Pima County Board of Supervisors, 
opposing House Bill 2617 of the Arizona Legislature’s 2010 regular session 
because it grants unwarranted privileges to mining operations to the possible 
detriment of the public interest and a clean environment. (District 5) 

 
  Motion carried to approve (5-0) 
 
2. COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Discussion/direction/action regarding solid waste policy issues and landfill comparisons 
of the Durham Landfill in Pinal County with the proposed Marana Regional Landfill 
within unincorporated Pima County but scheduled for annexation by the Town of 
Marana. 

 
 Motion carried (5-0) to send the report to Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, 

Arizona Land Management, and the Town of Marana’s Mayor and Council and direct 
staff to attend the Town of Marana’s Meeting of 4/6/10 to present the Pima County 
report. 

 
3. CONTRACTS 
 

A. Community Development and Neighborhood Conservation 
 

1. Southern Arizona Land Trust, Inc., to provide for the acquisition and 
redevelopment of foreclosed units and for land banking of vacant property 
to improve and revitalize impacted neighborhoods for the term 4/1/10 to 
2/29/20, ARRA HUD-NSP2 Fund, contract amount $8,000,000.00 (02-70-
S-142867-0410) 

 
  Motion carried to approve (5-0) 

 
2. Family Housing Resources, to provide for the acquisition and 

redevelopment of vacant land to improve and revitalize impacted 
neighborhoods for the term 4/1/10 to 2/28/13, ARRA HUD-NSP2 Fund, 
contract amount $1,000,000.00 (02-70-F-142869-0410) 

 
  Motion carried to approve (5-0) 
 

3. Chicanos Por La Causa, Inc., to provide for the redevelopment of vacant 
land to improve and revitalize impacted neighborhoods for the term 4/1/10 
to 2/28/13, ARRA HUD-NSP2 Fund, contract amount $525,000.00 (02-70-
C-142868-0410) 

 
  Motion carried to approve (5-0) 

 
4. Community Investment Corporation, to provide financial assistance to 

buyers of foreclosed units to help improve and revitalize impacted 
 
 ADD I   4-6-10 (2) 
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MANUELV,ALVAREZ
DISTRICT 25

May 12, 2010

Ms. Robin Meissner
12355 N. Insun Street
Marana, AZ 85653

Dear Ms. Meissner,

I have received a letter in which you mentioned the meeting we had in my office several weeks
ago concerning the proposed landfill project in the Town of Marana. In your letter, you claim that
I told you that Mr. Kai had been to my office and that he stated that the landfill would be operated
by the Town of Marana. Your statements are not accurate .

• !1, •• " ,~". "~'~:':<"t<" '~'__~ ~"\'" :? ~_>',; 'i>~;:~:"\--t:+::-
, "J have' known Mr. Kai for a very long time and hold him in high regard for his comrt:Jitment':and ';C',>i
, c;ont~ibuti.on' to the ~arana community. At no ti~e was Mr. Kai in my office to disc~ss'.this.~r a,ny>,.::/;';:
other proJect, nor did he ever tell me the landfill would be operated by the town of ,Marana. As.' ".'
such, 'I never made these statements to you. My only discussion with Mr. Kai about,the.landfill I'",""
project took place very briefly during a large legislative reception and did not go into any,
significant detail.

Although you and especially Mr. Asta pushed agressively for my involvement in this project, I
explained that this is a local land use decision. I have confidence in the Town of Marana's land
use process and trust that it will be conducted fairly, openly, and with careful technical review. I
encourage you to work constructively with the Town.

Res pectfu lIy ,

~~
State Senator
District 25

cc: Mayor Ed Honea
Marna Town Council

MAlik
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