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08/16/11 PIMA COUNTY COMMENTS 

 

POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT REGARDING MARANA 208 PLAN AMENDMENT AND 
SEWER UTILITY ACQUISITION AND OPERATION 

 
CONFIDENTIAL – FOR DISCUSSION ONLY 

 

1. Marana will purchase the Marana Wastewater Reclamation Facility (MWRF) and 

land, as well as regulatory buffers located adjacent to it (except for a Floodway 

Setback Easement to be granted by the County and the City of Tucson Setback 

Easement previously granted by City), as shown on Exhibit 1, based on a price 

and terms negotiated between Marana and Pima County based on the County's 

documented investment, including interest on bonds issued to finance the 

facility, less all connection fees paid and all state and federal funds received by 

the County attributable to the MWRF. 

 

2. The County will support Marana's PAG request to be the DMA for a portion of 

the incorporated Town limits within Pima County as shown in Exhibit 2.  For 

that area shown on Exhibit 2 outside the Marana DMA but within the area 

denoted future Marana DMA, the County consents to inclusion of said area in 

the Marana DMA upon annexation of the property or any portion of the 

property into the Town of Marana. 

 

3. Marana and Pima County shall cooperatively plan for sewer service at their joint 



 

DMA boundary and may alter the DMA service boundary by mutual agreement 

when service efficiency, based on engineering criteria, justifies DMA boundary 

modification.  Any such boundary modification is to be documented in an 

intergovernmental agreement executed by both parties. 

 

4. Pima County shall consent to Marana's annexation of the MWRF as defined in 

Exhibit 1.  This annexed area will be considered part of the Marana DMA area.   

 

5. Pima County shall remain the DMA for all areas of incorporated Marana except 

for the area shown in Exhibit 2 and shall provide sewage treatment and 

conveyance services to new and existing customers within all areas where it 

remains the DMA.  The County will provide sewer service to all properties 

within the Town and County DMA based on specific land uses approved by 

Marana. 

 

6. Marana agrees to only request transfer of County wastewater assets in areas 

where Marana is the DMA.  Within the Marana DMA shown on Exhibit 2, the 

County will transfer all wastewater assets without cost except for the MWRF. 

All other wastewater assets of the County shall remain the property of the 

County without qualification or reservation.  Marana will convey to the County 

any right and/or interest the Town may have in any portion of the collection 

system located within the County DMA area.  



 

 

7. Marana sets and collects sewer connection and user fees for customers 

actually served by Marana.  Pima County sets and collects sewer connection 

and user fees (sewer user fees collected through the respective water service 

provider) for customers actually served by the County, including County 

customers located within the Town of Marana. 

 

8. For development of Pima County DMA areas within the Marana town limits, 

Pima County will provide sewer service without limitation subject only to 

available conveyance and treatment capacity. 

 

9. Pima County shall support Marana's efforts to get beneficial use of as much 

effluent as possible generated from Marana Utilities Department potable water 

deliveries at the Ina Road WRF, less the County’s 10 percent reservation and 

the existing SAWRSA and Conservation Effluent Pool set-asides, and shall 

retain the Cortaro-Marana Irrigation District point of discharge at the Ina Road 

WRF as shown in Exhibit 3 to accommodate effluent deliveries directly from the 

Ina Road WRF. 

 

10. Marana will not dispose of sludge from the North Marana Treatment Facility 

at Pima County's Tangerine Road Sanitary Landfill. 

 



 

11. Marana and Pima County agree to be responsible for and to comply with all 

regulatory requirements for operating their respective wastewater collection and 

treatment systems. 

 

12. The County will issue a letter of no objection to (or withdraw from 

participating as a stakeholder in) Marana's CAAG request to be the DMA for 

Marana's General Plan limits within Pinal County. 

 

13. Pima County will consent to the formation of a Landscape Improvement 

District by the Town of Marana for Ina Road from Silverbell Road to Interstate 

10.  Marana will landscape its property along Star Commerce Way.  The 

Landscape Improvement District shall landscape and beautify the north and 

south sides of Ina Road.  Pima County agrees to pay its share of the Landscape 

Improvement District. 

 

14. Marana agrees to enter into a settlement agreement, as well an 

intergovernmental agreement with a term of 25 years with the option for 

renewals, with the County to formalize the terms of this settlement. The 

parties shall be contractually bound to the ongoing obligations of this 

settlement (i.e., Items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13 and 14) until December 31, 

2036 unless options for renewal are exercised. 

 



 

15. Pima County and Marana shall stipulate to the dismissal of pending sewer 

litigation, without prejudice, with each party bearing its own costs and 

attorneys' fees. 
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